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Sunday Schedule 
Adult Bible Study – 9:15 a.m. 

Traditional Worship – 10:30 a.m. 

 
 
Rev. Rodney E. Bitely, Pastor 

Mr. Bill Moats, Choir Director 

Mr. Roger Sethmann, Organist 

Mrs. Debbie Harris, Church Secretary 

A Word About Communion  

 
We Lutherans believe in the Real Presence, namely that Christ’s body and blood are actually present 

with the bread and wine in a very special way (1 Cor. 10:16).  Because we want to honor Christ and to 

grow closer to Him through this precious gift of forgiveness we practice close communion.  Our faith 

in Christ brings us closer to Him and to each other.  This sacrament is His way of keeping us close, that 

is, in union or communion with Him and fellow Christians.  In order to build closeness, please read 

below before communing. 

 

 I confess my sins to God and rely on Jesus Christ to save me from them. 

 I believe that Christ is really present in this Sacrament and that with the bread and wine I 

actually receive His true body and blood. 

 I intend, with the help of the Holy Spirit, to amend my sinful life and live a life that is 

pleasing to God. 

 

As We Gather  

The season of Lent lasts for forty days 

(excluding Sundays). This forty-day season 

of Lent is a time of fasting and repentance. It 

is a time when we recall Jesus’ forty days of 

fasting and temptation in the wilderness. 

Throughout these forty days, remember 

where we are going. We are headed toward 

the cross and empty tomb of Jesus. We are 

headed toward Jesus’ victory over sin, death, and the devil. 

 

 
Prelude 
 
Welcome & Announcements 
  

Key: 

 D – Stand   

P – Pastor 

A – Assistant/Reader 

C – Congregation 

Key: 

 D – Stand   

P – Pastor 

A – Assistant/Reader 

C – Congregation 
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435 Come to Calvary’s Holy Mountain 

 

 

 

 
Text: James Montgomery, 1771–1854, alt. 

Tune: Ludvig M. Lindeman, 1812–87; Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 
 
Invocation Mt. 28:19b; [Mt. 18:20] 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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Opening Sentences Liturgical Text 
P It was in this triune name of God that we were baptized— 

C the name of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

  

P As we begin our Lenten journey, we remember our Baptism. 

C We remember we were washed and forgiven. 

  

P We remember we were made members of God’s family. 

C We remember we were united with Jesus. 

 
Confession and Absolution [Heb. 10:22], Ps. 124:8, Ps. 32:5 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God 

our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 
Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 

 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I 

have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal 

punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I 

pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter 

sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful 

to me, a poor, sinful being. 

 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of 

the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the 

command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 

and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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Service of the Word 
Introit Psalm 91:9–13; antiphon: vv. 15–16 

P  When he calls to me, I will answer him; I will be with him in trouble; 

C  I will rescue him and honor him. 

P  With long life I will satisfy him 

C  and show him my salvation. 

P  Because you have made the LORD your dwelling place— 

C  the Most High, who is my refuge— 

P  no evil shall be allowed to befall you, 

C  no plague come near your tent. 

P  For he will command his angels concerning you 

C  to guard you in all your ways. 

P  On their hands they will bear you up, 

C  lest you strike your foot against a stone. 

P  You will tread on the lion and the adder; 

C  the young lion and the serpent you will trample underfoot. 

P  When he calls to me, I will answer him; I will be with him in trouble; 

C  I will rescue him and honor him. 

P  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, 

C  as it was in the beginning, is now, and shall be forever. Amen. 

P  With long life I will satisfy him 

C  and show him my salvation. 

 

Kyrie Mark 10:47 
P O Lord, 

C have mercy. 

P O Christ, 

C have mercy. 

P O Lord, 

C have mercy. 
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547 The Lamb 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Gerald P. Coleman, 1953 

Text and tune: © 1987 and 1997 MorningStar Music Publishers. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005347 

 
Salutation and Collect of the Day Lent 1 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And with thy spirit.  
  

P Let us pray… O Lord God, You led Your ancient people through the wilderness and 

brought them to the promised land. Guide the people of Your Church that following our 

Savior we may walk through the wilderness of this world toward the glory of the world 

to come; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
  

Sit 
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Old Testament Reading Genesis 22:1–18 

 

God spares Isaac. 

 

 
A The Old Testament Reading is from Genesis, chapter 22. 

  

 After these things God tested Abraham and said to him, “Abraham!” And he said, “Here 

am I.” He said, “Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of 

Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains of which I shall tell 

you.” So Abraham rose early in the morning, saddled his donkey, and took two of his young 

men with him, and his son Isaac. And he cut the wood for the burnt offering and arose and 

went to the place of which God had told him. On the third day Abraham lifted up his eyes and 

saw the place from afar. Then Abraham said to his young men, “Stay here with the donkey; I 

and the boy will go over there and worship and come again to you.” And Abraham took the 

wood of the burnt offering and laid it on Isaac his son. And he took in his hand the fire and 

the knife. So they went both of them together. And Isaac said to his father Abraham, “My 

father!” And he said, “Here am I, my son.” He said, “Behold, the fire and the wood, but 

where is the lamb for a burnt offering?” Abraham said, “God will provide for himself the 

lamb for a burnt offering, my son.” So they went both of them together. 

 When they came to the place of which God had told him, Abraham built the altar there and 

laid the wood in order and bound Isaac his son and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. 

Then Abraham reached out his hand and took the knife to slaughter his son. But the angel of 

the LORD called to him from heaven and said, “Abraham, Abraham!” And he said, “Here am 

I.” He said, “Do not lay your hand on the boy or do anything to him, for now I know that you 

fear God, seeing you have not withheld your son, your only son, from me.” And Abraham 

lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, behind him was a ram, caught in a thicket by his 

horns. And Abraham went and took the ram and offered it up as a burnt offering instead of his 

son. So Abraham called the name of that place, “The LORD will provide”; as it is said to this 

day, “On the mount of the LORD it shall be provided.” 

 And the angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second time from heaven and said, “By 

myself I have sworn, declares the LORD, because you have done this and have not withheld 

your son, your only son, I will surely bless you, and I will surely multiply your offspring as 

the stars of heaven and as the sand that is on the seashore. And your offspring shall possess 

the gate of his enemies, and in your offspring shall all the nations of the earth be blessed, 

because you have obeyed my voice.” 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Epistle Reading James 1:12–18 
 

Every good and perfect gift comes from God. 

 

A The Epistle is from James, chapter 1. 

  

 Blessed is the man who remains steadfast under trial, for when he has stood the test he will 

receive the crown of life, which God has promised to those who love him. Let no one say 

when he is tempted, “I am being tempted by God,” for God cannot be tempted with evil, and 

he himself tempts no one. But each person is tempted when he is lured and enticed by his own 

desire. Then desire when it has conceived gives birth to sin, and sin when it is fully grown 

brings forth death. 

 Do not be deceived, my beloved brothers. Every good gift and every perfect gift is from 

above, coming down from the Father of lights with whom there is no variation or shadow due 

to change. Of his own will he brought us forth by the word of truth, that we should be a kind 

of firstfruits of his creatures. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 
Choral Anthem 

 
 

Stand 

 

Gradual Hebrews 12:2 

P   [O come, let us fix our eyes on] Jesus, 

C  the founder and perfecter of our faith, 

P  who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, 

C  and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God. 
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Holy Gospel Mark 1:9–15 
 

Jesus is baptized, tempted, and begins His ministry. 

 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the first chapter. 

C Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 
  

 In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 

And when he came up out of the water, immediately he saw the heavens opening and the 

Spirit descending on him like a dove. And a voice came from heaven, “You are my beloved 

Son; with you I am well pleased.” 

 The Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. And he was in the wilderness 

forty days, being tempted by Satan. And he was with the wild animals, and the angels were 

ministering to him. 

 Now after John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee, proclaiming the gospel of God, and 

saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the 

gospel.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 
  

 

Apostles' Creed 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
Sit 
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Children's Message 
All children, preschool age through elementary school, are invited to come forward for a 

special message. 
 

656 A Mighty Fortress Is Our God 
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Text: tr. composite 

Text and tune: Martin Luther, 1483–1546 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 
Sermon - Mark 1:9-15, "The Kingdom of God is at Hand!" 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Stand 

 

  

  

“Now, after John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee, 
    proclaiming the gospel of God, and saying, 

     ‘The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; 

         repent and believe in the gospel.’”’” 

                          Mark 1:14 



-12- 

Prayer of the Church 
P Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to 

their needs. For a mighty fortress is our God, 

C a sword and shield victorious. 

  

P Lord God, You are our sword and shield against the attacks of Satan. As we journey 

through this Lenten season, protect us from the assaults of the devil, remind us of our 

Baptism, and keep our eyes fixed on Jesus. 

For a mighty fortress is our God, 

C a sword and shield victorious. 

  

P Lord God, every good and perfect gift comes from You. Thank You for the many 

blessings You have poured into our lives. Help us to accept what You give and ask for 

what we need. Protect us from a life of perpetual dissatisfaction and lead us toward a life 

of gratitude. 

For a mighty fortress is our God, 

C a sword and shield victorious. 

  

P Lord God, You sent Jesus into our world to bear our temptations and share in our 

sorrows. Bring Your comfort to all those who are suffering in grief, [especially . . .]. 
Point them to the hope of resurrection and eternal life with You. 

For a mighty fortress is our God, 

C a sword and shield victorious. 

  

P Lord God, we pray for all those who are not yet baptized into Christ, that the Spirit 

would lead them toward the promises of Baptism and the family of the church. 

For a mighty fortress is our God, 

C a sword and shield victorious. 

  

P Lord God, look with favor upon all who are sick, injured, and recovering, [especially . . . 

]. Have mercy upon them and restore them to health according to Your will. 

For a mighty fortress is our God, 

C a sword and shield victorious. 

 

(Additional petitions may be offered.) 

  

P Lord God, we commend all of these people and situations into Your hands, for You have 

promised to hear our prayers, through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 
Sit 
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Offering 
 

Voluntary 
 

Stand 

 

956 Create in Me 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Psalm 51:10–12 

Tune: Johann Georg Winer, 1583–1651, adapt. 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Service of the Sacrament 
 

Preface & Proper Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136] 
P The Lord be with you. 
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P Lift up your hearts. 

 
  

P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 

 
 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our 

Lord, who overcame the assaults of the devil and gave His life as a ransom for many that 

with cleansed hearts we might be prepared joyfully to celebrate the paschal feast in 

sincerity and truth. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of 

heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

 
Sanctus Holy, Holy, Holy 
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Lord’s Prayer Matthew 6:9-13 
P Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had 

given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T 

body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He 

gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T 

blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, 

in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Pax Domini Peace of the Lord 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
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Agnus Dei John 1:29 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 
Sit 

 

Distribution 
The pastor and those who assist him receive the body and blood of Christ first and then distribute them to 

those who come to receive, saying: 

 

Take, eat; this is the true body of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, given into death for your 

sins. 

Amen. 

  

Take, drink; this is the true blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, shed for the 

forgiveness of your sins. 

Amen. 

 
Stand 
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Nunc Dimittis Lord, Now Dismiss Your Servant 
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Thanksgiving 
P O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 

  

 
 

P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary 

gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same 

in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your 

Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

  

 
 

Salutation 2 Timothy 4:22 
P The Lord be with you. 

  

 
 

Benedicamus 
P Bless we the Lord. 

  

 
 

Benediction Numbers 6:24-26 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

 



-19- 

P Go in peace. 

C Serve the Lord! 

 

707 Oh, That the Lord Would Guide My Ways 

 

 
Text: Isaac Watts, 1674–1748, alt. 

Tune: William H. Havergal, 1793–1870 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 
Postlude 
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A Congregation Sharing Christ’s Salvation 
    By Grace… 
     Through Faith… 
        Revealed in Scripture… 

Alone. 

“…[Jesus] said, ‘It is finished’ 
and He bowed His head 
and gave up His spirit.” 

John 19:30b 


